
Name: _______________________________________________

Check off each activity as you complete it. 

Unit 1: The U.S. Constitution: Then and Now

Daily Take-Home  Activity Calendar
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

W
ee

k 
1

Creating the Constitution 
pp. 4–5 

Creating the 
Constitution pp. 4–5

Voting Rights Act 
Address pp. 6–9

Voting Rights Act 
Address pp. 7–9

Susan B. Anthony p. 10

• Invite your child to read aloud the 
selection.

• Discuss how the United States 
Constitution has impacted the world.

• Look up the Bill of Rights online and 
read the first ten amendments of the 
U.S. Constitution together. 

• Then quiz one another on each 
amendment.

• Read aloud the selection together, 
alternating paragraphs. 

• Ask your child to explain why it was 
important for President Lyndon Johnson 
to make this speech in 1965. 

• Invite your child to do a dramatic reading 
of the speech, reading it as if she or he 
were president of the United States.

• Get scrap paper and pencils. Set a timer 
for sixty seconds. 

• See who can find and list the most short 
vowel sounds on the page. 

W
ee

k 
2

The Dred Scott Decision
pp. 12–13

The Dred Scott Decision
pp. 14–17

The Dred Scott Decision
pp. 18–19

The Dred Scott Decision
pp. 12–19

Mrs. Stowe and the 
President p. 20

• Invite your child to read aloud the first 
two pages of the selection. 

• Point out the word secession in 
paragraph 3. 

• Ask your child to look for clues that help 
him or her know what that word means. 

• Then take turns making up sentences 
using the term.

• Read aloud the next four pages of 
the selection together, alternating 
paragraphs.

• Ask your child to explain the basis of the 
Dred Scott case. 

• Ask: What was the argument for each 
side based on? 

• Invite your child to complete the 
selection. 

• Ask your child to explain the final decision 
in the Dred Scott case and how Scott 
eventually earned his freedom. 

• Reflect on the text. 

• Discuss what the effects, or ramifications, 
of the Dred Scott case were on American 
history and the United States Constitution.

• Invite your child to read aloud the 
selection. 

• Ask: What did Lincoln mean when he 
said that Stowe’s book “made this great 
war”? 
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Liberty Medal 
Acceptance Speech 
pp. 22–25

Liberty Medal 
Acceptance Speech 
pp. 26–29

Liberty Medal 
Acceptance Speech 
pp. 22–29

Liberty Medal 
Acceptance Speech 
pp. 22–29

The Presidential Medal 
of Freedom p. 30

• Invite your child to read aloud the first 
four pages of the selection. 

• Ask your child to explain how Marshall’s 
use of real-life examples makes the ideas 
and concepts in his speech “concrete” for 
his audience.

• Cite evidence from the text.

• Finish reading the text together, 
alternating paragraphs. 

• After reading, ask your child to explain 
what Marshall meant when he said, “We 
cannot play ostrich.” (paragraph 10)

• Ask: What was the purpose of Marshall’s 
historic speech? What was he hoping to 
persuade his audience to do?

• Take turns reading doing a dramatic 
reading of selected passages from the 
speech aloud with feeling and expression.

• Reflect on the text. 

• Ask your child to write a short paragraph 
about how the sidebars and primary 
source photographs help him or her better 
understand the context of this speech.

• Invite your child to read aloud the 
selection. 

• Then do a search online or at your local 
library for a complete list of recipients of 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom.


