
The Earth’s Moon 
The earth is about four times the size of the moon. 
The surface of the moon has mountains and valleys 
just like the Earth.  It is also full of craters and 
large, flat plains covered with rocks and dirt. 

The moon has no air and very little gravity.  The 
moon moves in much the same way as Earth.  The 
moon rotates on its axis.  The moon is a satellite of 
Earth.  A satellite is an object that revolves around 
another object.  It takes about one month for the 
moon to revolve once around the Earth. 

The moon also reflects light from the sun.  Sunlight 
is reflected off the part of the moon that faces the 
sun.  The part of the moon that does not face the 
sun is dark. 

The pull of the moon’s gravity is the main cause of 
tides on Earth.  A tide is the rise and fall of water 
along an ocean shore. 



Phases of the Moon 
On most nights, the moon seems to change shape in the 
sky.  Sometimes it looks like a big circle and the other 
times it only looks like a small sliver.   

The moon isn’t really changing its shape.  It only appears 
to change shape because the sun lights the same side of 
the moon as it rotates and revolves around the Earth, 
but varying portions of the lighted side face Earth at 
different times.  These different shapes of the moon are 
called phases of the moon.  There are four phases of the 
moon. 

The four phases are the new moon, crescent moon, half 
moon, and full moon.  The new moon is when the lighted 
part of the moon faces away from the Earth.  You 
cannot see any moon in the sky.  The crescent moon 
appears as a small piece of the lighted part of the moon.  
It appears a night or two after the new moon.  The half 
moon is about a week after the new moon.  It looks like a 
half circle.  The full moon appears about a week after 
the half moon.  The moon looks like a complete circle.  
After the full moon, you begin to see less and less of the 
moon each night. 


