
The Planets 
There are 8 known planets in our solar system.  
These planets orbit around the sun. Many 
astronomers say the solar system is divided into 2 
parts.  The inner solar system which is made up of 
Mercury, Venus, Earth, and Mars.  These are 
closest to the sun and are called terrestrial planets 
simply because they have very hard solid, rocky 
surfaces.  The other part is called the outer solar 
system.  This is made up of Jupiter, Saturn, 
Uranus, and Neptune. These are called the gas 
giants.  These two systems are separated by an 
asteroid belt. 

Mercury is the planet closest to the sun. Its orbit 
around the sun only lasts 88 days! Mercury has no 
atmosphere around it to protect it from the sun.  
Mercury’s sunny side has a temperature that can 
reach 400 degrees Celsius. 

Venus is the brightest planet in the solar system. It 
can even be seen in the daylight when you know 
where to look!  Venus orbits around the sun in 262 
days. Venus has phases like the moon because it 
orbits between the Earth and the sun. Venus is a 
little smaller than the Earth. It has no moons. 



The Planets 
Earth is the only planet that has an atmosphere 
containing 21 percent oxygen. It is also the only 
planet with liquid water on its surface. Earth is the 
only planet with life.  

Mars is often known as the Red Planet.  This is due 
to the red tint caused by the mineral iron dioxide 
which is found on its surface. Mars has polar ice 
caps and seasons just like Earth.  A typical year 
on Mars is 320 days.  

Jupiter is the largest planet in our solar system.  It 
has a mass that is 300 more that than of Earth. 
Jupiter’s day only lasts a little more than 9 hours. It 
spins so quickly which gives way to strong weather 
patterns in the clouds which surround the planet. It 
is the stormiest planet and has a spot called the  
“Great Red Spot”.  

Saturn is thought to be one of the most beautiful 
planets. Saturn is surrounded by rings which may 
be composed of ice. Three of these rings are 
visible from Earth using a telescope. Saturn has 18 
moons. 
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The Planets 
Uranus has a total of 27 moons.  It cannot be seen 
from Earth without a telescope. Uranus orbits the 
sun lying on its side. It takes 84 years to complete 
one orbit.  Its blue green color is due to its center 
being composed of frozen methane ammonia. 

Neptune is the third largest planet in the solar 
system. Neptune is a great ball of hydrogen and 
helium. It takes Neptune 165 years to orbit the sun. 

Directions:  Highlight the facts found in the text on 
the planets. 

Compare and Contrast Mars and Earth  
    Earth        Mars 


